True/False

1.   Binocular disparity is based on the fact that each eye sees a slightly different view of the world.

2.   The major principles of perceptual organization were identified by the humanistic psychologists.

3.   The psychological principle that states that we would tend to focus on a stimulus that is boring is selective attention.

4    The stirrup is attached to another vibrating membrane called the eardrum.

5.   The two binocular depth-perception cues are binocular disparity and overlap.

6.   The visual cliff has been utilized to suggest that depth perception is innate in many animals.

7.   Closure relates to the tendency to perceive incomplete figures as complete.

8.   The simplest explanation of why we become accustomed to a foul-smelling environment, and after a while do not notice it, is offered by signal detection theory.

9.   No one has reliably demonstrated extrasensory perception form one occasion to another or with more than one researcher.

10.  The gate-control theory proposes an explanation concerning the experience or perception of pain.

11.  Taste cells are located on all regions of the tongue.

12.   The function of the three bones in the inner ear is to funnel the sound waves to the eardrum. 

13.  Traffic accidents due to fog can be linked to relative brightness.

14.  According to psychologists humans have the ability to perceive sensations below their absolute threshold.

15.  Light energy is measured in lunometers.

Multiple Choice

16.  In their experiments, Gibson and Walk used a visual cliff to test depth perception in infants and young animals.  Their results suggest that

a. infants have not yet developed depth perception.

b. crawling infants perceive depth

c. depth perception depends on experience.

d. humans differ significantly from animals in being able to perceive depth in infancy.

17.  The images that fall on our retinas are two-dimensional, or flat.  Yet we perceive the world as having three-dimensional depth.  Depth perception underlies our ability to 

a. discriminate between figure and ground.

b. perceive objects as having a constant shape or form.

c. judge distances.

d. fill in the gaps in a figure.

18.  Form perception and perceptual constancy are organizing principles that apply to hearing as well as vision.  For example, in listening to a concerto, you follow the solo instrument and perceive the orchestra as accompaniment; this illustrates the organizing principle of 

a. figure-ground


b. shape constancy

c. grouping



d. depth or distance perception

19.  There is no one type of stimulus that triggers pain and no one definable spot in the brain that interprets pain.  Although no theory fully explains our experience of pain, the gate-control theory is useful.  According to this theory,

a. special pain receptors send signals directly to the brain.

b. pain is a property of the senses, not the brain.

c. spinal cord blocks or allows pain signals to pass on to the brain.

d. the stimuli that produce pain are unrelated to other sensations.

20  Kinesthesis is the body’s way of sensing its position.  The receptors for our companion vestibular sense are in the 

a. skin



b. brain


c. inner ear


d. skeletal muscles

21.  Prolonged exposure to intense sounds can cause hearing damage.  The measuring unit for sound energy is 

a. decibels


b. amplitudes

c. sound waves

d. timbre

22.  Rods and cones are the eye’s receptor cells.  Cones are especially sensitive to _____  light and rods are responsible for our _________ vision.

a. bright; black and white

b. dim; color

c. bright; color



d. dim; black and white

23.  The blind spot is located in the area of the retina

a. where there are rods but no cones

b. where there are cones but no rods

c. where the optic nerve leaves the eye

d. where the bipolar cells meet the ganglion cells.

24.  The absolute threshold is the minimum stimulation that a person can detect 50 percent of the time.  Knowing your absolute threshold for sound tells you

a. the smallest difference you can detect between two stimuli

b. how likely you are to hear a particular faint sound

c. why you become used to background noise

d. whether you are being affected by subliminal stimulation

25.  People wonder whether subliminal stimuli, such as undetectably faint sights or sounds, influence us.  Subliminal stimuli are

a. below the absolute threshold for conscious awareness

b. too weak to be processed by the brain in any way

c. consciously perceived only 50 percent of the time

d. strong enough to affect our behavior

26.  Confronted with an unchanging stimulus, we experience sensory adaptation.  Sensory adaptation explains why

a. we perceive subliminal stimuli

b. we notice only large differences between two stimuli

c. we have difficulty keeping our eyes completely still when staring at an object

d. we soon get used to a watch on our wrist

27.  To construct meaning out of our external environment, we select, organize, and interpret sensory information.  This process is

a. sensation



b. persuasion

c. encoding



d. perception

28.  Afterimages result when

a. the image of the object remains in your mind

b. unused chemicals are released in order to restore balance of unused rods and cones

c. chemicals for color are not received in the brain

d. the cone system is in a state of emergency

29.  The process by which sensory organs transform mechanical, chemical, or light energy into the electrochemical energy of neuron transmission is

a. transduction



b. sensation

c. adaptation



d. psychophysics

30.  When listening to your stereo at home, your mother tells you to “Turn down that racket.”  After you turned down the volume your mom yelled at you for not doing what she told you to do.  Why didn’t your mother think you turned down the volume?

a. Although you had adapted to the reduced volume, your mother had not.

b. Because she is older, your mother’s ears are less sensitive then yours.

c. You probably did not lower the volume enough to exceed the auditory threshold.

d. You probably did not lower the volume enough to exceed the difference threshold.

31.  Which of the following is not one of the four main sensations that can be distinguished by our sense of taste?

a. Bitterness



b. Sourness

c. Saltiness



d. Spiciness

32.  The two factors that allow us to located the place of origin of a sound stimulus are

a. frequency and complexity

b. arrival time and closure

c. intensity and kinesthesis

d. intensity and arrival time

33. What is the source of all color?

a. light




b. shadows

c. hues




d. pigment 

34.  The feeling of tension in the eye muscles provides a binocular cue for depth when attempting to focus on a nearby object.  This is referred to as

a. retinal disparity


b. size constancy

c. convergence



d. motion parallax

35.  Which of the following structures does light energy pass through first?

a. cornea



b. optic nerve

c. retina



d. vitreous humor

36. Hair cells are to hearing as ________ are to vision.

a. ganglion cells


b. bipolar cells

c. optic nerves



d. rods and cones

37. Wavelength of light determines its

a. brightness



b. hue

c. saturation



d. brightness adaptation

38. Which of the following colors is longest in wavelength?

a. red




b. yellow

c. violet



d. green

39. The difference threshold for light is defined as the 

a. weakest amount of light the average person can perceive most of the time

b. ratio of the amplitude and wavelength

c. difference in wavelengths between analogous hues

d. smallest difference in intensity required to perceive a difference in intensity 50% of the time

40. Which of the following are classified as chemical senses?

a. smell and olfactory sense

b. smell and vestibular sense

c. smell and taste


d. taste and kinesthesis

