1.  Punishment is most effective in eliminating undesired behavior when the


a. behavior is complex


b. behavior was very recently acquired


c. punishment is delivered soon after the behavior


d. punishment is delivered by someone with authority


e. punishment is both mental and physical
Studies of learning have shown that animals develop an aversion for tastes associated with


a. electric shock


b. extinguished associations


c. sickness


d. novel stimuli


e. starvation

An individual’s fear of dogs that is lost as the individual is exposed to dogs in non-threatening situations is referred to by behaviorists as a fear that has been


a. satiated


b. suppressed


c. repressed


d. extinguished


e. punished

Taking a painkiller to relieve a toothache is behavior learned through which of the following processes?


a. shaping


b. punishment


c. positive reinforcement


d. negative reinforcement

The terms “modeling” and “imitation” are most closely associated with which of the following?


a. classical conditioning


b. gestalt theory


c. hypothesis testing


d. operant conditioning


e. observational learning

Because studies of learning show that events occurring close together in time are easier to associated than those occurring at widely different times, parents should probably avoid which of the following?


a. corporal punishment


b. mild punishment


c. consistent punishment


d. inescapable punishment


e. delay of punishment

In Ivan Pavlov’s experiments in classical conditioning, the dog’s salivation was


a. an unconditioned stimulus only 


b. an unconditioned response only


c. a conditioned response only


d. both an unconditioned and conditioned stimulus


e. both an unconditioned and a conditioned response

Learning is defined as “a relatively permanent change in behavior due to

a. instinct.”




B. mental processes.”

c. experience with the environment.”

D. education or schooling.”

A medieval proverb notes that “a burnt child dreads the fire.”  In behavioral terms, the burning is an example of a

a. primary reinforcer



b. negative reinforcer

c. punisher




d. positive reinforcer

In Pavlov’s original experiment with dogs, the meat powder served as a(n):

a. CS




b. UCS

c. CR




d. UCR

Learning by imitating others’ behaviors is called _____ learning. The researcher best known for studying this type of learning is _____.

a. secondary; Skinner


b. observational; Bandura

c. secondary; Pavlov


d. observational; Watson

For most rapid conditioning, a CS should be presented:

a. about 1 second after the UCS
b. about one-half second before the UCS

c. about 15 seconds before the UCS
d. at the same time as the UCS

Leon’s psychology instructor has scheduled an exam every third week of the term.  Leon will probably study the most just before an exam and the least just after an exam.  This is because the schedule of exams is reinforcing studying according to which schedule?

a. fixed-ratio



b. fixed-interval

c. variable-ratio


d. variable-interval

Bill once had a blue car that was in the shop more than it was out.  Since then he will not even consider owning blue or green colored cars.  Bill’s aversion to green cars is an example of:

a. discrimination


b. generalization

c. latent learning


d. extinction

A child’s fear at the sight of a hypodermic needle is a(n)

a. conditioned stimulus

b. unconditioned response

c. conditioned response

d. unconditioned stimulus

 In second-order conditioning,

a. what was originally a CS now becomes a UCS.

b. what was originally a UCS now becomes a CS.

c. what was originally a CR now becomes a UCR.

d. what was originally a UCR now becomes a CR.

The reappearance of a conditioned response after extinction and a period of rest is called

a. disinhibition 


b. reconditioning

c. stimulus generalization

d. spontaneous recovery

Which schedules of reinforcement are likely to produce the greatest rate of responding?

a. ratio schedules


b. interval schedules

c. continuous reinforcement

d. all the same

When a conditioned stimulus is not followed by an unconditioned stimulus, the subsequent fading of a conditioned response is called

a. discrimination


b. generalization

c. extinction



d. spontaneous recovery
