DEVIANCE

Begin lecture with students writing deviant acts on board.  Put each act in either criminal or noncriminal.  Share Results

Deviance: any act that violates a social norm.  It is a matter of definition because what may seem deviant to one may not to another.

Harry Simmonds (1973)


Asked people to define deviant

 

252 acts and persons came up


Including: homosexuals, prostitutes, alcoholics, murderers, republicans, smart aleck students and know it all teachers

Sociologist deem deviance as something society considers negative, but carry different weight

Three factors that influence deviant definition

1. Time: varies form on historical period to another

-Opium: 200 years ago readily use

-Cigarettes: 17th century Russians cut a smokers nose off

-Roman Empress Messalina: 2000 yrs. ago she publicly stated to win a bet in which she would sleep with 25 straight men

2. Place: varies from one place to another

-Polygamy: criminal in U.S. not in Saudi Arabia (Muslim countries)

-Prostitution: illegal in U.S. not in Denmark, Germany, France

3. Public Consensus: vested interest of the rich and powerful

-Bank robbery is, but fraudulent advertising is not

MURDER

Homicide refers to the killing of one human by another 

Types of homicide: 

1st degree: premeditated

2nd degree: a malicious thought at defining moment

Manslaughter: killing without malice or forethought, but not result of accident or legal duty

Excusable homicide: accidentel

Justifiable Homicide: 

-FBI 
one murder every 26 minutes

-Chance of becoming murder victim is 1 in 157

-African American males 1 in 29

-90-95% come from low end occupation scale

-More recent 92% from semiskilled, unskilled, welfare recipients

-56% involve someone you have a relationship with

-24,000 each year

-100,000 deaths due to disregard for safe working conditions

RAPE

Most conservative estimate is 1 in 10


4X that of Germany


13X England


20X Japan

Why do we rape?

“Rape prone society” is based on three attitudes towards women

1. Property logic: we’re married so it belongs to me, prostitute

2.Object of man’s masculinity contest: prove his manhood by number of conquest


Did you score?   Had any lately?   “What’s the matter with you, are you gay?”

Such social pressures can force a man to show off his forcefulness, aggressiveness, and violence

Translate  “no” to “yes”

Ex. Spur Posse


Group of high school boys in California spent a few days in jail for competing with one another by scoring points for sexual conquests.


Egged on by their fathers, because they did it when they were in school

Interesting finding: more experienced males are more likely to rape than the so-called losers.

3. Myth


Deep down women want to be raped

Not helped by pornography

“Asked for It” by dressing sexy, accepting a drink in a bar, think heavy petting is invitation to sex

59% of rape offenders blame women
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CORPORATE CRIME


Committed by company executives without overt use of force and effect on victim is not readily traceable to the culprit

Three Distinct Characteristics

1. Victims cooperate with corporate criminal


Home improvement scheme: homeowner does not check work history of fraudulent company and signs contract


Shoppers- hard to detect unlawful substances as residues of hormones, pesticides, and nitrates in meat.

2. Society is indifferent to their crimes


Little effort made to catch them


Receive mercy by promising to repay


Wealthy crooks getting light sentences

3. Perpetrators often view themselves as respectable people rather than common criminals

Economic Cost

27 to 42 times greater than loss of property crimes like robbery/burglary

Price Fixing-set a price so high because you can.  Surplus of profits

Costs U.S. 45 billion annually  AT&T  Cable  Utilities

Is Deviance always harmful?

It does have benefits

1. Enhance conformity by defining and clarifying norms.


Let’s everyone know what constitutes a crime

2. Strengthens solidarity among the law-abiding members of society


Differing values divide, but collective outrage against can unite them

3. Through minor deviancy we can strike out against social order


Acts as safety valve


Prostitution is a safety valve for men not to get married

4. Provides jobs


“Would locks ever have reached their present degree of excellence had there been no thieves?”  Perfection of bank notes had there been no forgers.

5. Sometimes induces social change


MLK/Civil Rights Leaders imprisoned for their opposition of segregation

How do you explain deviant behavior?

Psychologists and sociobiologists look for factors within

Sociologist look for factors outside individual

1. Sociobiologist: focus on genetic predispositions

a. Low intelligence leads to crime

b. “XYY” theory extra y chromosone in males

c. “Squarish, muscular” bodies

d. More head injuries before age 2

2. Psychologists look for abnormalities within individual-personality disorder

3. Sociologist: search for outside factors


Symbolic Interactionist Perspective

How memberships in groups influence our behaviors and views of life.

p. 197 Henslin book

Learning to deviate or conform is influenced by people we associate with

Family


25,000 delinquents   18,250 of them have relatives in prison



25% fathers



25% brother or sister



10% mother



13% relative

Friends

Prison or Freedom


Are we prisoners of socialization? (process by which people learn characteristics of their group)


No, we produce our own orientation to life. We are not destined to behave or think as our group does.

Labeling Theory

Names and reputations given to people, which becomes part of self concept.

Can propel or divert individual from deviance

Rejecting Labels


Denial of Responsibility: “Not responsible because…”

Becauses become creative           “Victims of society”


Denial of Injury: stealing is borrowing

Gang fighting is private quarrel

Vandalism is mischief


Denial of Victim:  “Deserve what they got”


Condemn the condemners: “hypocrites”

Parents cheat on taxes             Teachers have pets

Inviting labels: Those who embrace deviant identity


Teens: clothes, music, hairstyles so that no one misses their purposeful rejection of adult norms.

Power of Labels

Saints vs. Roughnecks

Same high school: both truant, criminal acts, alcohol

Saints (8)



vs.

Roughnecks (6)

Headed for success
Teachers and
headed for trouble





Police see what





They want to see

Spread Vandalism

Automobiles
None, hung out in 

Around, were less 




same place more

conspicuous





conspicuous

Apologetic


styles of 

open hostility





Interaction

“warnings”


Police


Came down hard

7 of 8 graduated

lived up to

2 murderers  

from college


labels


Bookie

3 advanced degrees



No whereabouts

law school





2 coach/teachers

medical school




3 H.S. graduates

PhD






2 college

Conflict Perspective

Believed criminal justice system is set up to get the working class

Huge corporations that cost tax payers millions pay fines and are allowed to do business again.

Steal a car and you go to jail for a few years.

Prison

Liberal




Conservative

-Prison creates hostility

-Rape, kill, rob and you go to

and fosters culture of 

 prison, no if, ands, or buts 

violence



 about it

-Teach them how to make
-$30,000 to house

an honest living


 $54,000 damage they do






$24,000 net for society

-Reduce imprisonment






-Lock them up and throw away






 the key

