Thought and Language

Language is characterized by four properties; it is symbolic, semantic, generative, and structured. Identify each of these properties in the following statements.

Applying rules to arrange words into phrases and sentences illustrates the (1)________ property of language. Using words, or geometric forms, to represent objects, actions or events illustrates the (2)__________ property of language. Making different words out of the same letters, such as NOW and WON, illustrates the (3)______________property of language. Giving the same meaning to different words, such as chat, katz, and cat, illustrates the (4)______________ aspect of language.

Identify the following parts (units) of language.

With around 40 of these basic sounds you can say all of the words in the English language. (5)_________________

Phonemes are combined into these smallest units of meaning in a language, which may include root words as well as prefixes and suffixes. (6)_______________

The component of language concerned with understanding the meaning of words and word combinations is called (7)_________________

These rules specify how words can be combined into phrases and sentences. (8)________

Identify the following phenomenon observed in children’s early use of language.

What phenomenon is illustrated when a child calls all four-legged creatures “doggie” (9)_______________

What phenomenon is illustrated when a child correctly communicates her desire to know where the family dog is simply by asking, “doggie”? (10)_____________

What phenomenon is illustrated when a child says, “doggie runned away:? (11)________

Identify the following perspectives on the acquisition of language.

This perspective places great emphasis on the role of reinforcement and imitation. (12)_______________

This perspective assumes that children make use of a language acquisition device (LAD) to acquire transformational rules which enable them to easily translate between surface structure and deep structure. (13)________________________

This interactionist perspective argues that language development is tied to progress in thinking and general cognitive development. (14)___________________

(15) What is the major ideal behind Benjamin Whorf’s linguistic relativity hypothesis?

(16) functional fixedness

(17) mental set

(18) irrelevant information

Estimating the probability of an event on the basis of how often one recalls it has been experienced in the past is what Tversky and Kahneman call a(n) (19)_______________ heuristic.

(20) When most people are asked if there are more words that begin with N or words that have N as the third letter, they apply the availability heuristic and guess incorrectly. Explain why this is.

Estimating the probability of an event on the basis of how similar it is to a particular model or stereotype of that event is what Tversky and Kahneman call a (21)___________ heuristic.

(22) “Steve is very shy. He has a high need for structure and likes detail. Is Steve more likely to be a salesperson or a librarian?” When persons are given this problem, they usually guess that he is a librarian even though there are many salespersons than there are librarians. Explain why they do this.

