Learning Assignment

Describe Pavlov’s demonstration of classical conditioning

The response to one of the two stimuli occurs naturally and does not have to be learned or acquired through conditioning. This “unlearned” stimulus, in this case the food, is technically known as the (1)____________________ stimulus.

The other stimulus is said to be neutral in the sense that it does not initially produce a response. Then a response to this neutral stimulus is acquired or learned, the technical name for it is the (2)____________ stimulus. The unconditioned stimulus in Pavlov’s original study was the (3)_________________ and the conditioned stimulus was the (4)_____________ response; salivation to the bell is termed the (5)_____________ response.

Acquisition refers to the formation of a conditioned response. What is the term that refers to the weakening or disappearance of a CR? (6)_______________

Extinction in classical conditioning occurs when the (7)_____________ stimulus is presented alone, without the (8)___________ stimulus.

With regard to the case of Little Albert:

(9) What was the CES?

(10) What was the UCES?

Albert was also afraid of white dogs and white rabbits. What is the name of the process that resulted in his acquisition of these additional fear responses? (11)______________

E.L. Thorndike’s pioneering work on what he referred to as (12)___________ learning provided the foundation for Skinner’s (13)___________ conditioning. According to Thordike’s Law of (14) _________, if a response leads to a satisfying effect in the presence of a stimulus, the association between the stimulus and response is strengthened.  Thorndike’s law of effect is similar to Skinner’s concept of reinforcement: both emphasize the (15)____________ of behavior.

A reinforcer is a stimulus or event that (a) is presented after a response and that (b)increases the tendency for the response to be repeated. Apply that definition to this example: Woolbert, a captive monkey, occasionally swings on a bar in his cage. Suppose that at some point Woolbert’s trainers decide to give him a spoonful of applesauce whenever he swings. Is the applesauce a reinforcer? (16)_____ In terms of the definition above, how do you know that applesauce is a reinforcer? (17)

The trainers try something new. They present Woolbert with Beauty and the Beast just before they think he is likely to jump. It so happens that Woolbert’s rate of jumping does increase. Is the movie Beauty and the Beast a reinforcer here?(18)  Why or why not? (19)

(20) What is shaping? (21) When is it used?

Define the following:

(22) Primary reinforcer: 

(23) Secondary reinforcer:

Identify the following schedules of reinforcement by placing the appropriate abbreviations in the blanks: continuous reinforcement (CRF), fixed ratio (FR), variable ratio(VR), fixed interval (FI), variable interval (VI).

_____ (24) A pigeon is reinforced whenever it has pecked a disk exactly 20 times

_____ (25)  A pigeon is reinforced for peeking a disk, on average, 20 times

_____ (26) A rat is always reinforced for the first response that follows a two-minute         interval

_____ (27) A slot machine delivers a payoff, on the average, after every 10th pull 

_____ (28) Every time the pigeon pecks a disk, it receives a pellet of food.

(29) By definition, what effect does reinforcement have on behavior? 

(30) What is the procedure for negative reinforcement?

(31) When a rat presses a bar in an operant chamber, the electric shock stops. Bar pressing increases. What procedure has been used?

a. positive reinforcement


b. negative reinforcement

c. punishment




d. extinction

(32) What is taste aversion?

