Social Stratification CLEP Questions
1. Social stratification is a profoundly important subject because

I. almost every aspect of our lives, form family size to occupational aspirations to eating habits, is linked to our position in the social hierarchy.

II. most societies are committed to the elimination of structured inequality.

III. a significant reduction in our life chances will occur if we are members of the social hierarchy.

IV. people in pre-industrial societies are less status-conscious than people in post-industrial societies.

a. I only



b. II only

c. I and III only


d. II and IV only

e. I, II, IV only

2. Which of the following is true of welfare recipients?

a. The majority are women who have many children.

b. Most are males who are unwilling to work.

c. Most are children.

d. Few ever get off welfare.

e. None of the above.

3. One reason lower class youth are more often arrested than individuals of other social classes is that

a. they commit more dangerous crimes.
b. there are greater numbers of police in their neighborhoods.

c. police are guided by particular status cues such as demeanor, dress, and race.

d. they are more likely to commit crimes that are reported.

e. they commit more of all types of crimes.

4. Which of the following would be considered  a defining characteristic of a closed stratification system?

a. There are rigid boundaries between classes that are difficult or impossible for people to cross.

b. Immigration from other nations is not allowed.

c. The boundaries between classes are poorly defined, and people can cross them unnoticed.

d. Hereditary position plays little role in determining a person’s position in the stratification system.

e. Achieved status is more important than ascribed status in determining a person’s position in the stratification system.

5. Marx referred to the owners of the means of production as the

a. owners



b. bourgeoisie

c. elite




d. proletariat

e. upper class

6. Sue, a tenured professor at an elite college, accepts an offer to teach at another elite college. Her move is an example of

a. horizontal mobility


b. vertical mobility

c. intergenerational mobility

d. status mobility

e. none of the above

7. Larry’s math placement test shows he should be in the high math group. Larry’s teachers are using a 
a. stratification system.

b. tracking system

c. tiered system


d. bureaucratic system.

e. none of the above.

8. Stratification on the basis of race

I. is based on biological differences in groups of people which are translated, genetically, into different behavioral and personality traits.

II. is synonymous with slavery since historically people have been enslaved on the basis of skin color.

III. has often been justified by an ideology (racism) which contends that some races are innately superior to others.

IV. is insignificant compared to other stratification systems such as those based on age or gender.

a. I only.



b. II only.

c. III only.



d. I and IV only.

e. I, II, III, and IV.

9. The “culture of poverty” concept attempts to explain poverty in all of the following ways except

a. the values of the poor are responsible for their poverty.

b. poverty is passed from one generation to the next due to flaws inherent to their culture.

c. laziness and a present-time orientation create poverty.

d. structural barriers prevent some people from attaining an adequate economic position.

e. all of the above

10. Workers with a high degree of autonomy report
a. lower salaries


b. being unchallenged

c. less job satisfaction


d. greater job satisfaction

e. none of the above

11. Efforts to count the homeless have been criticized because

a. many studies have failed to count the hidden homeless.

b. most people counted as homeless really are not.

c. a good portion of those defined as homeless choose to live on the streets.

d. some studies purposefully under count the homeless.

e. all of the above

12. Which of the following characteristics most likely describes Molly, a single mother with two children?

a. Molly lives with her grandparents.

b. Molly lives with the father of her children.

c. Molly lives in an urban area.

d. Molly lives at or below the poverty line.

e. none of the above

13. Which of the following lists of characteristics best describes the group with the highest unemployment rate?

a. Black; female; over 50


b. Black; male; under 50

c. White; female; under 50


d. White; male; under 50

e. White; female; under 50

14. Which of the following have contributed to the increased homeless rate?

I. A shortage of inexpensive housing

II. A decline in public welfare benefits.

III. A decline in the demand for unskilled labor.

IV. An increase in personal disabilities such as alcoholism

a. II only




b. III only

c. II and IV only



d. I, II, and III

e. I, II, III, and IV

15. In Karl Marx’s theory of social class in industrial capitalist societies, who owns the means of production?

a. the bourgeoisie



b. the proletariat

c. the intellectual elite



d. W.A.S.P.s

e. Members of the Fortune 500

16. The division of society into status positions is called

a. stratification.



b. social mobility.

c. status inconsistency.


d. the power elite

e. social evaluation

17. Martin decides to change his job. He leaves his position as a research biologist and becomes a professor of biology at a nearby university. Both positions command the same salary and approximately the same degree of respect. Martin has experienced

a. upward mobility



b. downward mobility

c. horizontal mobility



d. status inconsistency

e. intergenerational mobility

18. C. Wright Mills’ concept of the “power elite” included all of the following groups except the

a. military elite



b. economic elite

c. political elite



d. media elite

e. all of the above were included in his concept

19. The respect and approval we receive from other members of our group is referred to by sociologists as 
a. power




b. influence

c. social class




d. prestige

e. authority

20. Given how people in the United States tend to rank occupations in terms of prestige, which of the following occupations would likely be given the lowest prestige ranking by people in the United States?

a. sociologist




b. dental assistant

c. auto mechanic



d. police officer

e. bellhop

21. According to Max Weber, the factors that determine social class position include all of the following EXCEPT

a. intelligence




b. economic position

c. social status




c. political power

e. all of the above determine class position

22. Louis is a carpenter. Because of automation, machinery will now do the manual work he used to do. His company sends him for retraining. Upon his return he will receive a promotion to computer specialist. Louis is experiencing

a. immigrant mobility



b. structural mobility

c. downward mobility



d. individual mobility

e. horizontal mobility

23. Sarah’s mother was a cashier at a local supermarket, and Sarah is a professor of biology at a university. This is an example of
a. intragenerational mobility


b. structural mobility

c. intergenerational mobility


d. horizontal mobility

e. immigrant mobility

24. Command that is recognized and accepted, and in which a person is given the right to make decisions is called

a. power




b. coercion

c. authority




d. ifluence

e. law

25. Teachers, secretaries, and accountants are considered

a. blue-collar workers



b. white-collar workers

c. workers with high prestige


d. workers with low prestige

e. members of the working class

26. The social class that is characterized by “old money”, or substantial inherited wealth, is the 

a. upper class




b. upper-middle class

c. lower-middle class



d. working class

e. lower class

27. In which of the following societies is social mobility more likely to occur?

a. caste system




b. estate system

c. class system




d. systems based upon ascribed status

e. tradition-based systems

28. Social class influences all of the following EXCEPT

a. educational attainment

b. child rearing strategies

c. labor force participation

d. recreational activities

e. all of the above

