Social Psychology

Learning Objectives

1. Under what circumstances do people fail to help others in distress?

2. What is the bystander effect?

3. Review the evidence for similarity and physical attractiveness in attraction.

4. Describe the matching hypothesis.

5. Define social facilitation.  Indicate the conditions under which it occurs, and in particular, the role of arousal and facilitation of dominant responses.

6. What is conformity?

7. What is the ally effect?

8. Describe Milgram’s basic study on obedience.

9. What is deindividuation?  What is the evidence linking it to crowds?  What is the role of group size and anonymity?

Programmed Exercises

10. An application of this principle is the ____-____-_____ technique, in which, after a major request is refused, a smaller request from the same source is more likely to be granted.  

11. The larger the size of the group a person is in, the less likely he or she is to come to a victim’s assistance.  This is called the _____ _____.

12. The costs of helping include loss of _____ and possible _____ _____.

13. Two people who have spent a fair amount of time in physical _____ to one another are more likely than not to become friends.

14. In addition to proximity, two major factors that cause one to like another are _____ and _____ _____.

15. The strong tendency for people to marry other people very similar to themselves is called _____.

16. The improvement in performance in the presence of other members of one’s species is called _____ _____.

17. Going along with what other people think or do is called _____.

18. Conformity is more likely if the other persons involved are _____ in the position they take.  A single other dissenter may reduce conformity considerably.  This is called the _____ _____.

19. In Milgram’s first experiment on obedience, approximately _____percent of participants shocked the learner up to the maximum amount.

20. In _____ _____, individuals working as a group on a common task, all doing the same thing, generates less effort than they would if working alone.

21. _____, weakened sense of personal identity, disinhibits impulsive actions that are normally under restraint.  It occurs more often in _____.

