Social Interaction CLEP Questions
1. Sally, who comes from a poor black family, finished college and graduate school to become a nuclear physicist.  For Sally, being a nuclear physicist is a (n)

a. master status.



b. achieved status.

c. status attainment.



d. ascribed status.

e. status hierarchy.

2. Stephanie, a plastic surgeon, finds time in her busy schedule to play on a soccer team and attend weekly church functions.  Her church and soccer activities make up her
a. subordinate statuses.


b. master statuses.

c. role inconsistencies.


d. ascribed statuses.

e. None of the above.

3. A professor has certain rights and obligations associated with her status, such as meeting with her students and preparing lectures.  These rights and obligations associated with a status are known as

a. master statuses.



b. ascribed statuses.

c. achieved statuses.



d. roles.

e. impression management.

4. The type of social cohesion that binds people who do similar work and have similar world view is referred to by Durkheim as

a. organic solidarity.



b. mechanical solidarity.

c. cohesive solidarity.



d. virtual solidarity.

e. None of the above.

5. Which of the following lists of characteristics best illustrates ascribed statuses?

a. Female, Asian, Olympic athlete

b. Male, Jewish, rabbi

c. Female, married, pregnant

d. Female, age 27, pediatrician

e. Male, African-American, age 45

6. Evidence regarding teacher-student interactions and student performance suggests

a. teachers have little influence on students’ self-concepts.

b. teacher expectation greatly influences student performance.

c. teachers have little or no influence on student performance.

d. teachers influence all students equally.

e. the student alone determines academic performance.

7. W. I. Thomas coined the phrase “definition of the situation.” Thomas meant that when people define a situation as real, it becomes real in its consequences. This concept is most closely associated with which sociological theory?

a. Functionalist



b. conflict

c. Symbolic interactionist


d. Social exchange

e. Dramaturgy

