SOCIALIZATION

Socialization-process by which society transmits its cultural values to individuals so that they can function properly.

Drew Barrymore example on page 70; *most children are nurtured, trusted, and loved

Although not rare, but isolated children do experience maltreatment by family or care givers

-Physical abuse
-physical neglect

-Sexual abuse
-emotional mistreatment

Sociologists

-Not treated with respect find it difficult to develop a positive self image and learn healthy conduct.

What does it mean to be human?

Conscious of ourselves as individuals with unique personalities and relationships with others.  Humans have ideas, emotions, and values.

Think rationally

What is the source of this humanness?

Born with human characteristics?  Or do we develop them through our interactions with others?

Born-totally dependent on other for survival. Cannot roll over, speak, and feed

Can: wet, cry, and nurse if available

Nature vs. Nurture

John Locke is the radical nature (environment) saying we are born without personality  “Tabula Rasa”

Sociobiologists-heredity makes up for everything an individual is

Sociologist- “Whatever potential is inherited may be developed or stunted through socialization.”

Personality- configuring of feelings, attitudes, ideas, and behaviors that characterize an individual.

Factors Influencing Personality

Birth Order

Parental Characteristics

Cultural environment

Heredity

Isolation In Childhood/Significance of Socialization

Since 14th century there have been 50-recorded cases of “Feral children”

Results of deprivation

*Wild Boy of Aveyron in 1797 Southern France  11 years old

-completely naked

-ran on all fours
-no speech

-preferred uncooked foods

*Experts labeled him retarded


Jean Itard disagreed and trained the boy (named him Victor)


Three months-wore clothing, urinated in toilet, ate with friends 


At table, showed human emotions


Lived to 40 and never spoke or became normal

Probably not raised by animals!

U.S. Cases of Isolation

Anna- Pennsylvania 1932              Read pg. 104 or 93 in Thio

Isabella- Ohio 1938 did become normal because of early interaction with mother and mute sister.  Also intensive training

Genie-California (1970) pg. 105 or 94 in Thio

Hardly any behavior that is not influenced socially, except for human reflexes

Exercise:

-Seek out three people that can give you a specific compliment (appearance)

-Seek out one person that can give you a specific criticism about something physical

Our self-concept is influenced by our interactions with others

Looking Glass Self is not actually who we are or what people actually think of us.  We are how we think other people see us.

Three step process:

1. Imagine how our appearance and personality will look to other people.  Attractive/unattractive/heavy; slim

2. Imagine how others will judge what we represent.


May be correct or incorrect

3. Develop self concept think favorable=positive self concept





Unfavorable=negative self concept

Interactions are a mirror


Sense of self is always changing as we interact with others

James Cooley viewed society as a group of individuals helping each other form their personalities

We get our self-image from the way others treat us:


Positive image of ourselves as intelligent or good looking is because others have treated us as such

50 studies indicate

-We discredit negative views of us and perceive ourselves more favorably than they see us.

-We are perceived as stupid: discredit it if we perceive them to be stupid

*Self-concept has an impact on our personality

Favorable=self confident, outgoing, happy

Unfavorable=timid, withdrawn, unhappy

Our perceptions of how others see us is not always correct.

George Mead – Role Taking

Our self concept is developed by taking on others roles; in order to understand the world from another’s point of view.  

Our self is formed when we become distinct from everything else.

Three Stages:

1. Prepatory Stage: imitation of people around us.

2. Play stage: take role of significant others.  Learn to see themselves from another perspective.  Thus, internalizing parents values and attitudes

3. Game stage: Take role of generalized others thus internalizing values of society.  Internalize their roles and others roles.  Children must take into account the roles of all the players on the team

The Self has 2 Parts

“I” is unsocialized/ makes us unique              Develops First

“me” aware of expectations and attitudes of society.  Look alike


Me takes place during the three stages

Without the “I” no individual creativity or social progress

Without the “me” no social order or individual security

So where does “I” come from


The “we” experience with adults    


You exist, you are different, and I love the person you are

Helps us see that the self is a social creation

Agents of Socialization

Every society tries to socialize its members, which slips into the hands of several groups and institutions.

1. Family

2. Peer group

3. School

4. Mass media

Agents of socialization are the persons, groups, or institutions that teach us what we need to know in order to participate in society

Family-most important esp. the first few years
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Social class is the number 1 strongest influence on what and how parents teach their children.  Occupations are a good indicator of child rearing practices

Peer Group

Teaches individuals

1. To be individual of adult authorities

2. Social skills and group loyalties

3. Values of friendship and companionship

At late adolescence peer groups gradually decline, growing towards independence.

Girls

More likely to share problems, feelings, fears, and doubts

Mid class: social skills and being well liked (high status)

Working class: romance and sexual relationships

Boys

Mid class: athletic skills and dating

Working class: defying authority as status and fighting

SCHOOL

How to behave in impersonal groups

Develop their potential

MASS MEDIA

How it affects children

1. May come to expect their lives, parents, teachers as same as those seen on T.V

2. Impoverish its young viewers creative imagination

3. Tends to stimulate violence prone children

4. Destroys age-old notion of childhood as a discrete period of innocence.  Reveals secrets of adulthood once hidden from children

Redeeming Qualities:

1. Vocabulary

2. View the outside world

