Research Questions from the CLEP
1. In order to find out more about seatbelt-wearing behavior, John stands unnoticed on a corner and marks down the sex and car type of those who do and do not wear seat belts.  He is conducting

a. a survey.





b. obtrusive research.

c. unobtrusive research.



d. experimental research.

e. participant-observation research.

2. Studies show that as one’s education level increases, prejudice decreases, illustrating a _________________ relationship between education and prejudice.

a. spurious





b. definitive

c. causal





d. positive correlation

e. negative correlation

3. A researcher studying the diaries of Holocaust victims would be using which method to carry out her research?

a. A survey





b. Participant observation

c. Obtrusive research




d. Content analysis

e. None of the above.

4. Researchers decide to test the correlation between the effects of a film on race relations with students’ level of prejudice.  In this case, the level of prejudice is the ____________

variable.

a. dependent





b. independent

c. control





d. spurious

e. None of the above.

5. A general difficulty confronted in doing social research is that


I.   ethical considerations prevent certain types of research from taking place.


II.  it deals with subjects who are self-aware and whose behavior is not always 
predictable.


III. social researchers are part of the phenomenon they study.


IV. the methods of social research are more advanced than those of other 
disciplines.

a. II only





b. III only

c. IV only.





d. I and III only.

e. I, II, and III only.

6. In order to get a sample of Los Angeles residents for a survey on political attitudes, Carmen selects every 1000th person from the Los Angeles city phone book.  This is an example of ____________ sampling.

a. random





b. systematic

c. cluster





d. stratified

e. non-representative

7. Sally, a social researcher studying education level and condom use, finds subjects who graduate from college are no more likely to use condoms than those who do not graduate from college.  Her findings suggest that

a. education and condom use are positively correlated.

b. education and condom use are negatively correlated.

c. a cause-and effect relationship exists between education level and condom use.
d. no apparent relationship exists between the two variables.

e. a spurious relationship exists between the two variables.

8. A sociologist is interested in studying American college students’ opinions on euthanasia.  What is the population of her study?
a. College students on her campus

b. The students randomly chosen for a response

c. All college students

d. An individual student

e. All people between the ages of 18-21

9. Research shows an inverse relationship between levels of education and extent of prejudice.  As far as we know today, which of the following most likely accounts for at least some of that relationship?


I.    People who are less educated have greater contact with people of various 
ethnic and racial groups, thereby making them less prejudiced.


II.   As people attain more education they become more tolerant.


III.  People who are prejudice are less likely to pursue a higher education.


IV.  As people become more educated, they are more careful about revealing their 
prejudices.

a. I only.





b. II only.

c. IV only.





d. I and II only.

e. II and IV only.

10. Louis took five exams in her Introductory Sociology course. Her grades were 93, 75, 83, 88, and 81.  What was her mean score for the semester?

a. 84






b. 83

c. 86






d. 79

e. 89

11. A characteristic that can change from individual to individual or group to group is called a(n)

a. concept.





b. symbol.

c. hypothesis.





d. variable.

e. experiment

12. The research method that follows a group of subjects over a period of time is called a(n)

a. cross-sectional study.



b. longitudinal study.

c. open-ended interview.



d. participant observation.

e. survey

13. If 50 percent of the population is over 35 years of age, and 50 percent of the population is 35 years of age, the age 35 represents the country’s __________ age.

a. mean





b. median

c. mode





d. average

e. None of the above.

14. Data indicate that on average, women working approximately the same occupations as men earn ____ percent of what men earn.

a. 50






b. 60

c. 70






d. 80

e. 90

