Religion Questions from the CLEP
1. Religion, according to Karl Marx, is


I.   an institution of the elite.


II.  the center of all conflict.


III. appealing to the masses because it provides an escape from reality.

a. I only.





b. II only.

c. III only.





d. II and III only.

e. I, II, and III.

2. Which of the following is the most accurate statement about secularization and the future of religion in the United States today?

a. We are becoming increasingly more secularized, and the role of religion is diminishing.

b. The role of the other institutions, such as government, science and education, have completely taken over the role of religion.

c. In spite of the changes occurring, the institution of religion remains a fundamental component of every society.

d. Religion is an important institution mainly among the working class.

e. None of the above.

3. Mr. Clark, a kindergarten teacher, has his students say the pledge of allegiance and sing “America the Beautiful” everyday before class.  He is teaching his students about American

a. religion.





b. secularization.

c. socialism.





d. civil religion.

e. None of the above.

4. Which of the following does the sociology of religion focus on?

a. Theological questions, such as the existence of God

b. How accurate ideas of the supernatural are

c. The ability of the major religions to answer the fundamental questions of our existence

d. The social characteristics and consequences of religion

e. All of the above.

5. The sacred, according to Emile Durkheim, is the symbolic representation of 

a. Jesus.





b. the family.

c. one’s parents.




d. society.

e. None of the above.

6. Which of the following theorists argued that religion should be viewed as “the opiate of the masses?

a. Max Weber





b. Ferdinand Tonnies

c. Sigmund Freud




d. Emile Durkheim

e. Karl Marx

7. The Islamic religion is based on

a. animism.





b. monotheism.

c. polytheism.





d. theism.

e. atheism.

8. Millenarian religious movements

a. are a product of Western culture.

b. are more spiritual than other types of religious movements.

c. predict the world will come to an end.

d. exist only in pre-industrial societies.

e. are similar to reform movements.

9. Secularization is the process by which people are

a. influenced by religious beliefs.

b. less influenced by religious beliefs.

c. searching for religious revelations.

d. returning to traditional ethical and moral beliefs.

e. seeking new religious interpretations.

10. The formalized enactment of religious beliefs is called

a. dogma.




b. rituals.

c. churches.




d. revelations.

e. ecumenical events.
