Introduction Questions from the CLEP

1. Which of the following is the best example of Durkheim’s theory of anomic suicide?
a. After divorcing his wife and moving away from his family, feeling lonely and depressed, Tom decides to kill himself.

b. The massive political and economic changes accompanying the breakup of the Soviet Union has resulted in an increased number of suicides among Russian citizens.

c. Bob, a captured terrorist, chooses to commit suicide rather than reveal the secrets of his organization.

d. Feeling isolated and lonely her first year at college, 

e. Susan, a member of the Branch Dividian cult, commits mass suicide with the other members of her organization.

2. The _____________ perspective would probably try to understand a problem like drug abuse by looking to the power relations between those who abuse drugs and those who do not.

a. conflict





b. functionalist

c. sociological





d. capitalist

e. socialist

3. During pre-modern times when agricultural societies prevailed, in order to increase the supply of labor, couples often had many children.  Because today large families are an economic burden rather than an economic asset, couples have fewer children.  This explanation of family size is most consistent with the ______________ theory in sociology.

a. conflict





b. functional

c. symbolic interaction



d. micro 

e. institutional

4. In order to learn about a particular social phenomenon, Max Weber believed one needed to understand the point of view of the subject.  The term used to describe this method is

a. social view.





b. the looking-glass self.

c. symbolic interaction.



d. verstehen.

e. social statistics.

5. Which of the following perspectives would focus on how the prosecution and defense interpret each other’s actions in a criminal trial?

a. Structural functionalism



b. Social conflict

c. Ethnocentrism




d. Socialization

e. Symbolic interactionism

6. Which of the following theorists created three categories of suicide:
a. Max Weber





b. Emile Durkheim

c. Karl Marx





d. Talcott Parsons

e. Auguste Comte

7. Homeostasis, the integration of its parts, and the stability of social systems are all elements of which sociological theory?

a. Functionalist




b. Conflict

c. Symbolic interactionist



d. Ethnomethodology

e. Dramaturgy

8. What term do sociologists use to describe the condition when a society no longer provides guidelines for behavior, and there exists a state of normlessness?

a. Alienation





b. Fatalism

c. Cognitive dissonance



d. Anomie

e. Innovation

9. The idea that societies undergo gradual and continuous change from simple to more complex societies is most closely associated with

a. functionalist theory.




b. conflict theory.

c. evolutionary theory.



d. interactionist theory.

e. revolution.

10. Concepts such as exploitation, inequality, and power relationship are most clearly associated with which sociological theory?

a. Functionalist




b. Conflict

c. Interactionist




d. Evolutionary

e. Dramaturgical

11. At its most encompassing level, the “sociological imagination” links individual experiences to 

a. psychological predispositions.

b. family background.

c. forces in the larger society.

d. racial identity.

e. population patterns.

12. The American university most closely associated with the study of urban society and urban communities is

a. Harvard University.




b. the University of Chicago.

c. the University of North Carolina.


d. the University of Pennsylvania

e. New York University

13. The person whose work is most clearly associated with conflict theory is

a. Sigmund Freud.




b. Talcott Parsons.

c. Robert Merton.




d. Karl Marx.

e. George Herbert Mead.

14. The person who originally coined the word “sociology” was

a. Karl Marx.





b. Max Weber.

c. Emile Durkheim.




d. Auguste Comte.

e. Ferdinand Tonnies.

15. Sociology first developed as a distinct discipline in the ______________ century.

a. sixteenth





b. seventeenth

c. eighteenth





d. nineteenth

e. twentieth

16. According to Emile Durkheim, people in small, traditional communities are held together by
a. mechanical solidarity.



b. organic solidarity.

c. formal legal codes.




d. practices that allow for diversity.

e. None of the above.

17. The study of patterns of change in cities that result from the processes of competition, natural selection, and evolution is called

a. conflict theory.




b. social Darwinism.

c. urban ecology.




d. urbanization.

e. modernization.

18. With the decline in manufacturing and the rise in service industries, along with the growing importance of computers, automation, and communication technology, many sociologists now argue we are living in a(n)______________ society.

a. recreational





b. capitalist

c. competitive





d. postindustrial

e. industrial

19. Max Weber created models of social phenomenon which he believed contained the essential elements of the phenomenon under study.  He called these models

a. theories.





b. constructs.

c. concepts.





d. ideal types.

e. variables.

