Sociology:  Introduction

Sociology-science that studies human society and social behavior.  Science of modern civilization

Sociological perspective: stresses the social contexts in which people live

This allows us to:

1. See the world more objectively

2. Broaden our view of the world

The Big Question

How are people influenced by society?

Define society


A group of people who share a culture and a territory.

Define culture


Language, beliefs, values, norms, behaviors, objects

To find our why people do what they do sociologists look at social location-where people are located in a particular society.

Consider: jobs, income, education, gender, race, and age

Just take the example how growing up with a group called females or males affects our ideas and behavior

People all over the globe take their particular world for granted

Something inside of us tells us that hamburgers are delicious, small families attractive, designer clothing appealing.

Yet something inside some of the desert tribes of Arabia tell them warm camels blood make a fine drink, everyone should have a large family and wear a flowing robe

“Not an instinct!”  “Society within us”

Factors that led to the development of Sociology

1) Success of natural sciences-comprehend, explain, predict


Gave us the scientific method (objective, systematic observations to 


test theories)

Biology


Chemistry


Physics

Botany
 Zoology      Organic           inorganic     biophysics   Quantum

Social sciences that emerged (human relationships)

Political science: how we govern one another

Economics: goods and services

Anthropology: study simple and past cultures

Psychology: how people adjust to difficulties in life

Tell elephant story


Psy-head to feeling and thinking


Anth-primitive tusks


Pol.-ears; what goes in controls beast


Ec.-mouth; what goes here is distributed through body

INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION

Europe    agricultural---industrial

Social upheaval to cities, which were crowded, dirty, noisy, dangerous, poor.  Ties to past were broken

Cities had low wages, horrible working conditions and child labor

Major change encourages questioning and demands answers

When tradition reigns supreme, a ready answer awaits “We do this because it has always been done this way.”  Such societies discourage original thinking

Since answers are already provided, why search for explanations?

IMPERIALISM

Conquering many parts of the world, from Asia, Africa, and North America    





Exposed people to radically different cultures.

Asked: Why do cultures differ?

Major Sociologists

Auguste Comte

1st to apply scientific method to the social world

He named the discipline

Asked questions like: “What holds society together?”  Why is there not anarchy and chaos?

Stated all societies go through three stages 

1. Theological stage


Events are immaturely explained by appealing to God

2. Metaphysical


When we appeal to the abstract philosophies of the time

3. Scientific


Using science as the only adequate source of knowledge

Karl Marx

Wall Street Journal “one of 3 greatest modern thinkers”

Blamed economy for social problems, especially capitalism

Struggle of capitalist (bourgeoisie) vs. working class (proletariat)

Class conflict is necessary for social change

Classless society, free of exploitation in which all individuals work according to their abilities and receive according to their needs

Max Weber

One of the most influential sociologists

Most important contributions was his study of the rise of capitalism

Why did some adopt it and some did not?


Suspected it had to do with religion.

Background: at time the typical approach to life was not to get ahead, but only enough to maintain one’s usual way of life.

Catholics embraced this, while Protestant belief system, esp. Calvinism encouraged people to embrace change.

Catholics-material objects were sign of greed and discontent

Protestants-denounced greed, pushed people to save and invest

Protestantism overtook Catholicism in some European countries after reformation of 1500’s, led to development of capitalism

Still debated theory

Also states that sociology should be value free


Personal beliefs about what is good or worthwhile should not affect his or her research

Verstehen-Weber’s term for studying human behavior  

German word for “to understand”, “to grasp by insight”

Best interpreter of human action is “someone who ahs been there”  Someone who can understand the feelings and motivations of people they are studying.

Emile Durkheim

How individual behavior is shaped by social forces

Famous study of suicide: comparing suicide rates of several European Countries. Found each rate to be different and that it remained constant year after year

Protestants, males, and unmarried killed themselves at higher rate than Catholics, Jews, females, and married people

Conclusion: suicide is not a matter of individuals here and there deciding to take their lives for personal reasons.  Instead, social factors underlie suicide

Social Integration: (use example of Kurt Cobain p.2 Kendall)

Degree to which people are tied to a social group, as a key factor to suicide

Weaker social ties are more likely to commit suicide.

Protestants: more freedom of thought and action

Males: more independent

Unmarried: lack ties

In some instances strong ties encourage suicide

Altruistic suicide: torn apart by grief

Anomie suicide: breaking down of the controlling influences of society.  People become detached from society and are left with too little moral guidance

It is sociologist job to make sure this does not happen

Create social groups

JANE ADDAMS

Only sociologist to win Nobel Peace Prize

Founding of the Hull House in Chicago’s slums which was open to people who needed refuge. (Immigrants, sick, aged, poor)

Bridged gap between powerful and powerless

SOCIOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVES

Functionalists-based on assumption that society is a stable, orderly system

Held together by societal consensus (majority share common beliefs, values, behavior)

WE develop social structures and institutions because they play a part in helping societies survive.

Types of social functions


Manifest: intended function


Latent: unintended or hidden function

Ex. Education


Manifest: transmission of knowledge


Latent: social relations and networking

Not all functions are functional


Dysfunctions: undesirable consequence of any element of society

Education: racial, gender, class inequalities

Conflict Perspective

Look at struggles within society

Neo-Marxist: Struggle between classes

Racial: exploitation of minorities

Feminist: men and women are equal and should be equally valued


Patriarchy: men dominate women; socially created in politics, religion, and education

Interactionist Perspective

Focus is on how people act toward one another and how they make sense of those interactions

This is what runs, creates, and changes the world

Immigration influx- language, customs, religion, experience, dramatic population increase

