Intelligence and Psychological Testing

1. Trace the origins of intelligence tests.

2. Describe intelligence, and discuss two controversies regarding its nature.

3. Distinguish between aptitude and achievement tests, and describe modern tests of mental abilities.

4. Identify the factors associated with creativity.

5. Discuss evidence for environmental influences on intelligence.

6. Describe Sternberg’s and Gardner’s theories of intelligence.

Lewis Terman’s revision of Binet’s test is referred to as the (7)________-_______.  This test enables one to derive a(n) (8)_________________ for an individual .

(9) Give the original formula for computing IQ and explain any items used in the formula.

In any context, intelligence can be defined as (10)___________________________

___________________________________________________________________.

Howard Gardner proposes that there are (11) __________ ____________, each independent of the others.

(12) Characterize the Flynn Effect.

If a test yields consistent results, it is said to be (13)___________________.

When a test is administered more than once to the same people, the psychologist is determining its (14)__________-___________ reliability.

The degree to which a test measures or predicts what it is supposed to is referred to as the test’s (15)________________.

The position that both heredity and environment exert some influence on intelligence is (16) (controversial/generally accepted) among psychologists.

The intelligence scores of identical twins reared together are (17) (more/no more) similar than those of fraternal twins.

18. ______ If you wanted to gauge a person’s mastery and knowledge in a specific area, such as mathematics, you would need to administer

a. an achievement test



b. an intelligence test

c. an aptitude test




d. a test of her math potential

19. _____ Walter ahs taken a test that attempts to assess his interests and attitudes. Walter has most likely taken 

a. an achievement test 



b. an aptitude test

c. a correlational test



d. a personality test

20. _____ If your score falls at the 75th percentile on a standardized test, then which of the following is an accurate interpretation?

a. you correctly answered 75% of the items on the test

b. seventy-five percent of the people who took the test scored higher than you.

c. Seventy-five percent of the people who took the test scored at or below your score.

d. Your answers to pairs of similar items on the test were the same 75% of the time.

21. _____ Standardized tests designed to predict how well you will do in college are most appropriately called

a. an achievement test



b. an aptitude test

c. an intelligence test



d. a test of general mental ability

22. _____ Test-retest procedures are used to determine a test’s

a. content validity




b. split-half reliability

c. reliability




d. accuracy

23. _____ When tested on the Stanford-Binet, Tim was found to have a mental age of 8. This means that

a. he is intellectually impaired

b. his performance was as good as that of an average 8-year old

c. his score is 8 standard deviations above the average score

d. his IQ is 80

24. _____ If a child of age 10 made a mental age score of 8 on the Binet test, his IQ would be

a. 80





b. 100

c. 125





d. 75

25. _____Since IQ scores are assumed to be normally distributed, an IQ score of 100 would put you

a. to the left of the center of a normal curve

b. at the center of the normal curve

c. to the right of the center of the normal curve

d. somewhere on the curve, your exact location depending on the performance of others taking the test with you

26. _____ Most school districts consider children who fall in the upper ____percent of the IQ distribution to be gifted.

a. 2-3





b. 5

c. 10 





d. 25

27. ______ The “Flynn Effect” is best characterized by the fact that 

a. IQ scores are becoming less accurate predictors of academic performance

b. IQ performance has been rising steadily al over the industrialized world since the 1930’s

c. Verbal intelligence scores are decreasing, but students are getting better grades in school.

d. Despite dramatic advancements in technology, IQ performance has remained stable over the last 50 years.

28. _____ Which of the following appears to be the most responsible for ethnic differences in IQ?

a. genetic differences between ethnic groups

b. culturally biased tests

c. poor rapport between a non-minority test giver and a minority test taker.

d. The cultural disadvantages associated with a lower-class upbringing

29. _____ Because he believed that al cognitive abilities, including specific ones like numerical reasoning and memory depend heavily on general intelligence, ______ contributed  to the view that intelligence is a single general ability.

a. L.L. Thurstone




b. Howard Gardner

c. Robert Sternberg



d. Charles Spearman

30. _____ Historically, the investigation of intelligence has been approached primarily from the ___ perspective

a. testing





b. cognitive

c. biological




d. evolutionary

31. _____ Howard Gardner has tried to expand our thinking on intelligence, contending that traditional IQ tests are too narrowly focused on verbal and mathematical skills. In addition to these, his list of human intelligences includes

a. spatial skills




b. musical skills

c. spatial, musical, and interpersonal skills
d. interpersonal skills

32. _____ The question “How many uses can you think of for a shoe?” would most likely appear on 

a. an intelligence test



b. a test of creativity

c. an aptitude test




d. a personality test


