Memory Review

Learning Objectives

1. Be aware of the distinctions between working and long-term memory, between explicit and implicit memory, and between episodic and generic memory.

2.  There are two mechanisms that account for forgetting from working memory.  What are they, and how do they work?

3.  Rehearsal is a process important to working memory.  Describe its function in relation to both working and long-term memory. 

4. Mneumonics are tools to increase the capacity of memory.  Describe some mnemonics, and understand how they work to affect memory capacity.

5.  Contrast maintenance and elaborative rehearsal.  Give examples of elaborative rehearsal.

6.   What is an interference theory of forgetting, and how does it differ from a decay theory?

7.  Describe some effects that schemas have on memory.  What is a “script” and how might it affect memory for some event? 

Programmed Exercise

8.  _____ memory holds information for a brief interval.  _____-_____ memory stores information for longer periods of time.

9.  A _____ test is a test of retrieval in which a participant is asked to produce an item from memory. 

10.  A _____ test is a test of retrieval in which several items are presented and the participant must decide which ones were presented earlier as part of a studied list.

11.  _____ is one way of either keeping an item in working memory or allowing it to pass into long-term memory.

12.  _____ rehearsal consists of repeating items over and over to keep them in memory for a short time, as in repeating a telephone number.

13.  The various devices designed to improve memory are collectively called _____. 

14.  The _____ curve was first plotted by Ebbinghaus who tested himself on the relearning of lists of nonsense syllables.

15.  _____ memories are alleged to occur when an emotionally traumatic event occurs in early childhood and can’t easily be removed.

Self Test

16.  In order for us to remember something, we must first engage in the process of:


a. storage


b. rehearsal


c. encoding


d. recall

17.  Complete the following analogy:  Multiple-choice questions are to fill-in-the-blank questions as:


a. recognition is to recall


b. recall is to retention


c. recognition is to retention


d. learning is to memory

18.  At a party you are taken around the room by the host and are introduced to the other guests.  Some time after the introductions are finished, one of these people comes up to talk to you.  All other things being equal, you have the best chance of remembering her name is she was one of the _____ people you met.  This phenomenon is called _____.


a. first, primacy


b. middle, inhibition


c. last, recency


d. first or last, the opposition effect

19.  Now imagine the same situation (as in  No. 18)
except that the person comes up to you immediately after you have been very quickly introduced to everyone.  Again, other things being equal, you would have the worst chance of remembering her name if she was one of the _____ people you met and the best chance if she was one of the _____.

a. first, last


b. middle, last


c. first, middle


d. last, first

20.  Suppose you run an experiment in which you present one word, say rabbit, and the participant has to repeat it.  Then you present another word, say pear, and the participant has to repeat rabbit, pear.  Then you present a third work, and the participant has to repeat all three, and so on.  At the end of your list, you test the participant’s memory for all the words on the list.  Based on what you know about the effect of maintenance rehearsal on long-term memory, you predict that:

a. rabbit should be entered into long-term memory with higher probability than the last word on that list

b. rabbit should be entered into long-term memory with lower probability than the last word on the list

c. rabbit should be entered into long-term memory with the same probability as the last word on the list


d. none of the above

21.  You have been trying to remember the name of a street that a friend lives on.  Despite all of your efforts you are unable to recall it.  While in the kitchen looking for a snack (to console yourself) you reach for a can of nuts, and suddenly the street name comes to you-Walnut.  This is an example of the role of _____. 


a. anterograde amnesia


b. retrograde amnesia


c. mnemonics


d. retrieval cues

22.  The kind of rehearsal that establishes long-term memories is _____.  The type of rehearsal that holds material in working memory temporarily is _____.


a. mnemonics, chunking


b. maintenance rehearsal, elaborative rehearsal


c. elaborative rehearsal, maintenance rehearsal


d. method of loci, mnemonics

23.  Having something “on the tip of the tongue” indicates a problem:

a. in the way the item was chunked

b. with reconstruction


c. with proactive inhibition


d. with retrieval

24.  When Ebbinghaus tested himself on memory for nonsense syllables, he found that:


a. forgetting was fastest immediately after learning


b. his episodic and generic memory were equivalent


c. his implicit memory was better than his explicit memory


d. none of the above

25.  You witness an automobile accident in which one of the drivers hits his head on the windshield.  He appears uninjured, but when a police officer asks him what happened just prior to the accident, the man seems confused and is unable to answer.  The police officer is about to haul the man off to jail (assuming he must be drunk) when you step forward and (having studied your psychology text) say, “This man is suffering from _____ _____!”

a. trace consolidation

b. anterograde amnesia

c. retrograde amnesia


d. Korsakoff’s syndrome

