Family CLEP Questions
1. In some groups where the practice of infanticide has resulted in a shortage of eligible female marriage partners, the practice of _____ is relatively common.

a. polyandry




b. polygamy

c. exogamy




d. polygyny

e. monogamy

2. Rigid endogamy is associated with which type of system?

a. stratification




b. class

c. caste





d. polygamous

e. none of the above

3. On of the dysfunctions of the nuclear family is that 

a. children are viewed as an economic liability as opposed to an economic benefit.

b. married couples may be deprived of support from other relatives.

c. family size hinders group mobility.

d. gender roles are less rigid than in other family forms.

e. all of the above.

4. Regarding the census, information on _______ is often not included.
a. elderly




b. illegal aliens

c. prisoners




d. students

e. all of the above

5. In most pre-industrial societies, marriage is viewed as

I. a formal arrangement between individuals who are bonded by romantic love.

II. a polygamous arrangement between three individuals.

III. a formal arrangement between two individuals who share similar social characteristics.

IV. a practical economic arrangement.

a. I only.




b. IV only

c. II and IV only



d. II, III, and IV only

e. none of the above

6. Which of the following is true of family violence?

I. Husbands who abuse their wives are largely concentrated in the working class.

II. Women are more likely than men to suffer serious injuries as a result of family violence.

III. Almost one-third of women who are murdered are killed by spouses, ex-spouses, or unmarried partners.

IV. Men who abuse their wives and/or children are often abused themselves.

a. I only




b. IV only

c. II and IV only



d. II, III, and IV only

e. I, II, III, and IV 

7. Fecundity can be explained as

a. the average number of children a woman has over her lifetime.

b. the number of births per 1,000 women in the world.

c. the ratio of males to females.

d. the potential number of children a woman can have during her childbearing years.

e. none of the above.

8. The main cause of the large increase in single-parent families is the

a. dramatic increase in divorce.

b. soaring illegitimacy rate.

c. social pressure to get married once pregnant.

d. decrease in extended families.

e. none of the above.

9. Regarding marriage, the majority of couples share which of the following characteristics?

I. social class background

II. education level

III. racial background

IV. personality traits

a. I only




b. III only

c. III and IV only



d. I, II, and III only.

e. I, II, III, and IV.

10. The extended family declined during industrialization because

a. living in a small residence, such as an apartment, was preferred to a large residence, such as a house.

b. greater geographic mobility was required.

c. economic development meant families were no longer dependent on one another.

d. the increased wealth accompanying industrialization meant families increased their non-kin relationships.

e. all of the above.

11. When a society has a norm which permits a man to have more than one wife at the same time, this is called the norm of 
a. monogamy.




b. serial monogamy.

c. polygamy.




d. polygyny.

e. polyandry.

12. Jose and Maria met, fell in love, and decided to marry.  They are both Catholic and of Puerto Rican ancestry. Their marriage illustrates which of the following?

a. The norm of exogamy


b. The norm of endogamy

c. Arranged marriages



d. The stimulus-value-role theory

e. Polyandrous marriages

13. The belief that men are superior and should be in control in the family and in society is called

a. patriarchy.




b. patrilocal.

c. matriarchy.




d. paternal.

e. patrilineal.

14. All of the following are functions of the family EXCEPT

a. regulating sexual behavior.



b. socializing children.
c. determining social status.



d. offering affection and companionship.
e. All of the above are functions of the family.

15. All of the following are contemporary trends in United States family patterns EXCEPT a(n)

a. increase in premarital sex.

b. increase in working wives/mothers.

c. decline in family size.

d. increase in the number of single-parent families.

e. increase in the average number of children per family.

16. Which of the following factors does not increase the likelihood of divorce?

a. Low socioeconomic status

b. High socioeconomic status

c. Early age at marriage

d. Urban locale

e. Short dating period
