Economics/Government Questions from the CLEP
1. The gap between male and female earnings is due to which of the following?


I.   The failure of bosses to perceive women as competent and capable.


II.  Differences in how jobs are titled/labeled when filled by one sex rather than 

the other.


III. The preference of all men to have their wives work in  the home rather than in 
the labor market.


IV.  Women generally have less experience and skills, causing them to enter low-
paying, female dominated occupations.

a. I only.





b. I and III only.

c. III and IV only.




d. II, III, and IV only.

e. I, II, and IV only.

2. John, who is 15, will be entering the labor market shortly after the turn of the century.  In which sector will he be most likely to get a job?

a. Manufacturing




b. Agricultural

c. Service





d. International

e. Government

3. Which of the following contributed to the early growth of suburbs?

a. Decrease in birth rate

b. Decline in agriculture

c. Increased population of rural areas

d. Advances in transportation

e. All of the above

4. In developing nations, the problem of ________________ often occurs in cities where the population grows faster than the supply of housing and jobs.

a. industrialization




b. gentrification

c. under-urbanization




d. over-urbanization

e. None of the above.

5. The primary reason corporations establish subsidiaries in other countries is to 
a. acquire cheaper natural resources.

b. acquire more land.

c. assist in development.

d. acquire cheaper labor and taxes.

e. All of the above.

6. Which of the following characteristics best describes the group least likely to vote?

a. White; under 40; receptionist earning $17,000/year

b. Asian; over 40; bar owner earning $42,000/year

c. White; under 40; used car salesperson earning $65,000/year

d. African-American; under 40; profession earning $45,000/year

e. White; over 40; office manager earning $21,000/year

7. Regarding voter turnout, the United States can be described as having

a. remarkably high voter turnout.

b. one of the lowest voter turnouts in the democratic world.

c. higher voter turnout for people of lower social classes.

d. low voter turnout among the elderly.

e. None of the above.

8. Four American corporations produce approximately 80 percent of the world’s light bulbs.  This is an example of 

a. monopoly.





b. conglomerates.

c. economic elite




d. oligopoly.

e. economic diversification.

9. Most economic systems in the world may be classified as

a. capitalist.





b. socialist.


c. mixed economies.




d. laissez-faire economies. 

e. communist economies.

10. All of the following characteristics are elements of a totalitarian government EXCEPT

a. government control of the media.

b. government control of the military.

c. government control of the educational system.

d. an ideology which legitimates the current state.

e. several political parties.

11. The attempt by special interest groups to influence governmental policy is called

a. bribery





b. illegal behavior

c. white-collar crime




d. lobbying

e. deviant behavior

12. Since World War II, which group has had the greatest increase in labor force participation rates?

a. Teenagers





b. Men

c. Women





d. African Americans

e. Latino Americans

13. Brown v. Board of Education (1954) was a Supreme Court case that declared what activity to be unconstitutional?

a. Gender discrimination



b. Discrimination in hiring

c. Laws against interracial marriages


d. School segregation

d. Discrimination in housing

14. A company that has holding in a number of different industries is called a 

a. multinational.




b. corporation.

c. legal partnership.




d. conglomerate.

e. monopoly.

