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Learning Objectives

1.  Define chromosomes.  Indicate how gender is determined by chromosomes.

2.  Define genes.  Distinguish between dominant and recessive genes, giving an example.

3.  Distinguish between genotype and phenotype.

4.  Define and describe critical periods and sensitive periods.

5.  Define maturation.  What is the evidence for maturation of some basic abilities, such as walking?

6.  What are the major philosophical positions on development?  How does Piaget’s theory relate to these?  What are the four developmental stages, according to Piaget?

7.  What do the terms assimilation and accommodation mean according to Piaget?  What is a schema?

8.  Describe a test that demonstrates egocentrism.

9.  What is separation anxiety and when does it first occur?

10.  Describe Ainsworth’s procedure for measuring attachment.  What characterizes the securely attached child?

11.  Describe the autocratic, permissive, and authoritative-reciprocal patterns of child rearing.  What are the characteristic behaviors of children raised under each of these approaches?  Might there be culture differences?

12.  Explain the interaction between the child’s temperament and the parent’s pattern of child rearing, and indicate how this interaction complicates the task of relating patterns of child rearing to the child’s personality.

13.  Describe Kohlberg’s stages of moral reasoning.

14.  According to Gilligan, what is the fundamental sex difference in moral attitudes or reasoning?  What is the evidence on this potential sex difference?

15.  Describe Erik Erikson’s conception of human growth.  What are his “eight ages of man”?  To what extent do they hold across cultures?

Programmed Exercise

16.  The _____ reflex is elicited in an infant by a touch to the cheek, which makes the infant turn his head toward the stimulating object.

17.  The _____ reflex is elicited by a touch of the palm.

18.  The genetic material of humans is arranged in pairs of structures called _____.

19.  In contrast to a female, who has two X chromosomes, a male has a(n) _____ and a(n) _____chromosome in each body cell.

20.  The unit of hereditary transmission is the _____. 

21.  A gene that exerts its effect regardless of the identity of the other member of its pair is called _____.  A gene that will express itself only if the other member of its pair is comparable is called _____.

22.  The inevitable unfolding of behavior patterns that is genetically programmed into the species and is independent of specific environmental condition is called _____.

23.  Children develop the notion of _____ _____  near the end of the sensory-motor stage as they become aware that objects exist independently of their sensory experience and motor manipulations.

24.  Recurrent action patterns (such as sucking, swallowing, and head and eye movement) are the first mental elements, or _____.  It is in terms of these that the infant organizes the world.

25.  According to Piaget, development proceeds by infants _____ new objects to existing schemas and by changing those schemas appropriately, a process called _____.

26.  A preoperational child believes his or her point of view is the only one.  Such a belief is know as _____.

27.  According to Freud, love for the mother derives from the fact that she is associated with _____ of hunger, thirst, and pain.

28.  Imprinting, a type of attachment, tends to occur during a special time, early in life, called the _____ _____.

29.  In Ainsworth’s “Strange Situations”  measurements, a child who explores freely when the mother is present, shows some distress at her leaving, and greets her return with enthusiasm is called _____ _____.

30.  The child-rearing style in which the parent controls the child strictly, and does not explain the justification for the governing rules to the child, is called the _____ pattern.  The opposite extreme is called the _____ pattern.  An intermediate approach, in which the parents exercise power, but also recognize the child’s point of view, is called the _____-_____ pattern.

31.  Some differences in the pattern of child rearing may result from differences in _____ in children, some of which are present at birth.

32.  Kohlberg has interviewed both adults and children in an attempt to describe the development of _____ _____.

Self Test

33.  All but one of the following are distinctive features of human development, in comparison with most other mammals.  Which is not a distinctly human feature?


a. long period of dependency on the parent


b. being born at a very immature stage


c. presence of reflex at birth


d. continuation of growth until about twenty years of age


e. b and c

34.  A genetic female who is exposed to androgen as a fetus and develops male genitals illustrates:

a. that behavior is inherited


b. that recessive traits can occur in both gender and intelligence


c. that inborn, genetically determined traits can be changed by environmental factors.


d. that environmental factors, under some circumstances, have no influence on behavior


e. that behavior is related to gender chromosomes


35.  Phenotype is to genotype as:

a. building is to building plan


b. maturation is to motor development

c. fetus is to embryo


d. recapitulation is to differentiation

36.  A child has learned that whether a toy box is open or closed, there are toys inside.  It could be said that the child has attained the concept of:

a. object permanence


b. representations


c. directed action


d. solipsism

37.  When a child just becomes aware that objects exist independent of her own sensory experience, she would most likely have completed which Piagetian stage?

a. sensory-motor 

b. preoperational

c. concrete operations


d. formal operations

38.  Recurring action patterns, such as sucking and swallowing, are:

a. simple reflexes that have little developmental interest


b. the first mental elements with which the infant organizes the world


c. examples of intentional acts


d. none of the above

39.   The two processes that Piaget sees as being responsible for cognitive development are:


a. deferred imitation and assimilation


b. schemas and representations


c. assimilation and accommodation


d. none of the above

40.  The major difference between a child in the concrete operations stage and one in the formal operations stage is:

a. the former is incapable of following the rules


b. the former cannot deal with numbers


c. the former cannot deal with abstract concepts


d. all of the above

41.  In Ainsworth’s Strange Situation, infants show less distress at their father’s than their mother’s departure.  Which of the following would be most likely to increase the infants’ distress response to the father’s disappearance?


a. dress the father as a woman


b. dress the father as a strange man


c. find a father who had much more contact with his child


d. find a child who has been severely punished by his or her mother


e. feed the child bananas

42.  Ironically, children raised in the opposite autocratic and permissive styles share some common behavioral characteristics.  Both types of children tend to:


a. be socially responsible


b. be more attached to their father


c. lack independence


d. be high in originality


e. a and c

43.  A person says that one shouldn’t double park because it is against the law.  This explanation is an example of:


a. fear of punishment


b. conventional morality


c. abstract principle


d. empathy


e. none of the above

44.  According to Gilligan, moral reasoning in men is relatively more influenced by justice, while in women it is relatively more influenced by compassion.  But men and women don’t differ on scores on Kohlberg’s tests of moral reasoning.  Why?


a. Kohlberg’s tests value compassion as much as abstract principles.


b. Compassion is more abstract than justice.


c. The male-female difference has more to do with emphases than abilities.


d. a and b


e. a and c

