Culture Questions from the CLEP

1. Which of the following is the best example of ethnocentrism?
 a. We travel to another country and realize their practice of worshipping many gods is both primitive and ignorant.

b. We travel to a new society and find it difficult to adjust to the new food and language.

c. We find the practice of eating raw fish by Japanese as unappealing.

d. People move o a new state expecting to find more job opportunities. When they arrive and discover it does not work out that way, they become frustrated.

e. John meets a student from Brazil and finds the student’s culture fascinating.

2. According to Paula, the norms and values of her culture are more rational and advanced than the norms and values of other cultures she has come into contact with. Paula is
a. stereotyping another culture.

b. expressing prejudice.

c. being ethnocentric.

d. expressing individual discrimination.

e. selectively perceiving those events which reinforce her stereotype.

3. The Sapir-Whorf hypothesis suggests that speakers of different languages

a. are predisposed to holding contrasting ideals and behaviors due to their divergent linguistic backgrounds.

b. can perceive the world in identical ways.

c. hold the same ideas and values due to the cognitive process of learning language.

d. are predisposed to certain attitudes and interpretations of reality through language.

e. None of the above.
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